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Millennialism Refuted Lesson 4 
H. M. Riggle 
 
D.  THE TWO RESURRECTIONS. 
 
I.  The First Resurrection Is Spiritual 
 
Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall 
reign with him a thousand years. 
 
1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death 
 

1. There can be no resurrection except there first be a death. 
 

a. The dead state. 
 

Genesis 2:15-17 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the 
garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And the LORD God commanded 
the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in 
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 
 
Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. 
 
Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins. 
 
Romans 8:6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace. 
 
Romans 7:9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the 
commandment came, sin revived, and I died. 
 
1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because 
we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. 
 
1 Timothy 5:6 But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth. 
 
Spiritual death reigned over the world from Adam to Christ. 
 
Romans 5:12-14 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 
(For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there 
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is no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 
them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who 
is the figure of him that was to come. 
 
Galatians 3:21-22 Is the law then against the promises of God? God 
forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have given life, 
verily righteousness should have been by the law. But the scripture hath 
concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be 
given to them that believe. 

 
b. The resurrected state. 
 

i. Christ brought life to the world. 
 

2 Timothy 1:9-10 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, but according to his own 
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began, But is now made manifest by the appearing of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
 
John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly. 
 
John 11:25-26 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. 
And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 
Believest thou this? 

 
ii. The dead are now raised to life. 

 
Ephesians 5:14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. 
 
John 5:24-25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto 
life. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that 
hear shall live. 

 
iii. Confirming testimony. 

 
Ephesians 2:1, 5-6 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins . . . Even when we were dead in sins, hath 
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quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And 
hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus. 
 
Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, 
having forgiven you all trespasses. 
 
Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 
 
Romans 6:13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of 
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those 
that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God. 
 
1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother 
abideth in death. 

 
2. From the foregoing scriptures we learn that every convert of the cross from the 

dawn of this dispensation to its close compose the first resurrection. It can also be 
said that there have been two great spiritual resurrections; namely, the mighty 
host raised up to spiritual life before the “dark ages,” and the second host 
quickened to life since that time. 

 
Revelation 20:4-6 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was 
given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness 
of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, 
neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the 
dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such 
the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, 
and shall reign with him a thousand years. 
 
II. The Second Resurrection Is Literal 
 
John 5:28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in 
the graves shall hear his voice. 
 

1. The time of it. 
 

a. At the last day. 
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John 11:24  Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again 
in the resurrection at the last day. 
 

b. At Christ’s coming. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:22-28 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming. Then 
cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all 
authority and power. For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies 
under his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. For 
he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things 
are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put 
all things under him. And when all things shall be subdued unto 
him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all 
things under him, that God may be all in all. 
 

c. When the “last trump” sounds. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:51-53 Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must 
put on immortality. 
 

2. The order of it—Those left over to the arrival of the Lord will not be 
rewarded until the dead are raised. 

 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as 
others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 
For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive 
and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are 
asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words. 
 

3. It will be universal. 
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John 5:28-29 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that 
have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of damnation. 
 
Daniel 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt. 
 
Acts 24:15 And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, 
that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust. 
 
Revelation 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see 
him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:12-13 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the 
dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? 
But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:20-22 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the firstfruits of them that slept. For since by man came death, by man 
came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. 
 

4. The saints 
 

a. Shall rise to eternal life. 
 

John 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation. 
 

b. Shall be glorified in Christ. 
 

Colossians 3:4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with him in glory. 
 

c. Shall be as the angels. 
 

Matthew 22:30 For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are 
given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven. 
 

d. Shall have incorruptible bodies. 
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1 Corinthians 15:42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is 
sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption. 
 

e. Shall have glorious bodies. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it 
is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 
 

f. Shall then be recompensed. 
 

Luke 14:14 And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense 
thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just. 
 

5. The wicked 
 

a. Shall rise to shame and everlasting contempt. 
 

Daniel 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt. 
 

b. Shall rise to eternal damnation. 
 

John 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation. 
 

6. With the resurrection of the dead comes “the end.” 
 

1 Corinthians 15:22-28 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive. But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; 
afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming. Then cometh the end, when 
he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he 
shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. For he must 
reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall 
be destroyed is death. For he hath put all things under his feet. But when 
he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, 
which did put all things under him. And when all things shall be subdued 
unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all 
things under him, that God may be all in all. 


